






















An excerpt from our interview 

with Marc and Jeff Taras, 
founders of PJ's Used Records. 

on the store's longevity 
Jeff: We set the survival bar 

low. We didn't pay ourselves 
money and we didn't have an 
expectation of being able to make 

that change in the immediate 

future. And we were so happy 

doing it. If your expectations 
are something other than survival 

income and you wind up in a 
survival income situation, the 
disappointment comes to your job, 

you bring it to the workplace. 
There's no way to avoid that. But 

you know, I was working with my 

brother in our dream job from 

childhood of having a record 
store. And just the happiness 
level is, I think, what sustained 

on the store's impact 
Marc: One of the things I miss 

most about the record store is 

the people that I would only see 

at the record store and that I 

had come to care about. People I 

still pray for. As Jeff said, we 

we had a number of famous 
customers, people who became 

famous. And we had a number of 
customers who will never be 
famous but are famous in the PJ's 

lore. 

Jeff: People still stop me on the 

street and say, "Man, why did you 

give up the record store? I never 

had any problem buying pot 

anywhere. I didn't need there to 

be another pot store there. But I 

have a hard time finding the 
records I want now that you guys 

aren't there," which still 

happens to me. 

Marc: I'm most proud of just 

having served generations of 

students and nearly 40 years of 



on the legacy of the store 
I'm most proud of the fact 
always looked at Schoolkids as a 
vehicle for the people who worked 
there. We had so many great 

1people like Rob Simons, he went 

on in the industry, Michael Lang, 

Dave DiMartino. The fact that 
people remember the store so 

fondly, then I'm just grateful ... 

realizing that we were just 
lucky. But sometimes, you have to 

take advantage of your luck, and 
you want to do it. I really don't 

think tha there's anything to be 
proud of other than the fact that 

we took advantage and we were the 
right store at the right time for 
the industry, for Ann Arbor. I'm 

proud that we were part of the 
community. I ended up working 

with the State Street Association 

and with the Ann Arbor Film 

Festival and with the Ark, but 
those are just things you're 
grateful about. You know what I 

mean? Because boy, what an honor 

and privilege to do that. I will 
say, I'm proud of the record 

label even though we never really 
made any money doing it. It just 
helped bring to national 
attention, George Bedard and Mr. 

Band all those guys and they 
could do their own stuff and I 

thought that was a good thing. 

on visiting artistq 
Whenever The Idiot came out we 

had Iggy [Pop] in the in-store. 
Then we had Dexter Gordon when 

the Homecoming album came out. He 
was my hero. 

Then we would do in-store 
performances as acoustic ... we had 

U the Violent Femmes come in or 

Barenaked Ladies and they would 

do some kind of acoustic thin~ .. 
We did the Indigo Girls. The 

Replacements practically lived at 

the store when they were in town ... 

I 
Lori Bizer was one of our key 

employees and she married Paul 

Westerberg - briefly - which was 
, a good thing ... Kurt Cobain, when 

he was on Sub Pop, he would sleep 
on my employee's couch. • 
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Record Store 

"Before SKIDS [Schoolkids] for punk and hardcore was Make Waves 
in the basement of what is now CVS on State. Wazoo Records was on 
the second floor. It was a one stop shopping for those who could 
afford boots, clothing and piercings, etc. I was a teenager and 
records was what I was after. The music I wanted to hear wasn't 
on the radio which made Make Waves that much more special. Ann 
Arbor was very different back then in the late 70's early 80's 
and a lot more fun." - P.J. J. 

class (C 
to meet 

She sig 

"Jim Osterberg (Iggy) selling 
1 worked at Discount Records on St. I was 

maybe 7 years old. He was short and never 
smiled. And 12 years later I was arm wrestling 
him in a booth at the Algonquin Hotel. My 
boyfriend was in his 1980's band, and a lot of 
hanging around doing nothing. Never told him 
about Discount Records. Should have." -
Kathleen H. 
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